ESIP Air Quality Cluster FY11 Budget Request Detail
submitted by the ESIP Air Quality Workgroup to the ESIP Finance and Appropriations Committee

July 2, 2010
The Air Quality Workgroup (AQWG) requests $25,800 for FY11 to support its activities in air quality community building and collaboration. Financial support to the AQWG is intended to complement ongoing efforts in other projects, address needs not easily met through traditional funding sources, and provide funding for ongoing activities by AQWG participants to align with the ESIP’s strategic objectives. 
Travel ($14,800)
ESIP’s role in defining and implementing the Air Quality Community Infrastructure and in helping coordinate the Air Quality Community of Practice is a core part of the GEO Air Quality activities. ESIP proposed, and was selected for, an air quality focused showcase at the GEO-VII Plenary in November 2010 in Beijing, China that involves coordinating and demonstrating interoperability across multiple air quality information systems. We request $8000 to send two Workgroup members to participate in the GEO-VII Plenary. Participation in the GEO-VII Plenary and Summit is essential.
In 2010, ESIP was represented at the National Air Quality Conference through an exhibition booth and a presentation. Air quality researchers, planners, and managers from local, state, and national organizations expressed interest in ESIP and its activities. We request $1300 for one attendee to attend the National AQ Conference in 2011 to present the recent activity from the ESIP AQWG and GEO Air Quality CoP and to engage the local, state and regional communities.  Participation in the National Air Quality Meeting is important.
Other possible meetings that the Workgroup will attend on behalf of ESIP include:

· IGARSS 

· GEOSS AIP-4 kick-off

· OGC Technical Committee meetings

· AGU 

· support for ESIP winter/summer meetings

The relative importance, workgroup priorities, meeting programs and member availability to participate in these meetings is not known at the time of this budget request and will be determined through the course of the year.  We request $5500 to support travel to 3-4 other meetings of ESIP interest as determined by the Workgroup from the list above and to be approved by the FiCom prior to final selection. Participation in other meetings is important.
GEOSS Air Quality Community Infrastructure Components ($10,000)
A key contribution of the AQWG to the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) occurs through the GEOSS Architecture Implementation Pilot (AIP).  During AIP-2 and AIP-3 in 2008-2010, the AQWG defined, delivered, updated and maintained the Air Quality Community Catalog that is aligned and connected with the GEOSS Common Infrastructure. The AQWG has also created and contributed to the and GEO AQ Community of Practice Portal. The Air Quality Community components are aimed at simplifying the use of GEOSS for air quality data providers and data users. The AQWG is uniquely positioned to serve as an intermediary between the air quality community and GEOSS because of its established network of air quality scientists, managers and information technology expertise. The Work Group provides the forum and environment to conduct the GEOSS air quality community activities that inherently require cross-organization coordination or a neutral entity to foster networking, such as providing human technical assistance in using and implementing the GEOSS standards.
In FY11, the AQWG seeks to maintain its role in GEOSS as it moves to AIP-Phase 4. We request $5,000 for content management and training for the GEO Air Quality Community of Practice Portal and $5,000 for the maintenance, updating, and training for the air quality community catalog. Students at Washington University and George Mason University will provide the updated portal and catalog and associated training.  The upkeep of the air quality community components is essential. 
Remote Meetings Equipment and Support ($1,000)
Requests for remote participation in AQWG meetings has increased. In FY10, the AQWG evaluated and purchased an annual account with WebEx along with a microphone designed for conference rooms, and a web camera to improve our ability to accommodate remote participants and provide a better environment in which they can more actively engage in the meetings.  To continue, the AQWG group requests $1000 to offset expenses related to an annual WebEx account and collaboration equipment as the group explores best practices in collaborative meetings that might include additional equipment, such as portable digital ‘white’ boards. The software and hardware purchased would be available for use by other committee and workgroup meetings. The ability to provide a better environment for engaging remote participants during meetings is essential as travel budgets are becoming more restrictive and there is less interest to travel.
