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PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES 
AND TWO CONSTITUTION CHANGES 
Recommendations Developed 
By the Membership Working Group
I. BYLAW CHANGES

A.
Federation Sponsors:  
Commentary: In the past NASA has been the only Category 4 ESIP.  By eliminating the words “as a group”, this amendment would allow NOAA and any future Category 4 strategic partners (meeting the criteria of “major donor” as indicated in Section 5.1, currently taken by the Executive Committee to be organizations contributing $250,000 or more per year to support the work of the Federation) to send non-voting members to Executive Committee and Finance and Appropriations committee meetings. 
    1.  Amend Bylaw I, Section 5.3 to read,
“Each Category 4 ESIPs, as a group, may send one representative as a non-voting member to Executive Committee and Finance and Appropriations Committee meetings.”

    2.  Delete Bylaw IV, Section 2.5,  
“Category 4 ESIPs, as a group, may send one representative as a non-voting member to Executive Committee meetings.”

B.
Elected Offices (Standing Committee vice-chair):  
Commentary: Currently, the Assembly is required to fill 29 positions by election at each annual business meeting. Included in this number are the Chairs and vice Chairs of each of the Federation’s five Standing Committees.   The following amendment delegates the responsibility for electing the Vice Chair of the Standing Committees to the members of the respective Committees and reduces the number of offices to be filled by the Assembly by five. 
    1.  Amend Bylaw V, Section 1.2 to read, 
“Each Standing Committee shall have a Chair and Vice Chair elected by a simple majority of a secret ballot of the Assembly.  Each Standing Committee shall have a Vice Chair elected by a simple majority of the members of the Committee.”
C.
Elected Offices (Administrative Committee members):  

Commentary: The Federation has four Administrative Committees – the Executive Committee, the Constitution and Bylaws Committee, the Finance and appropriations Committee, and the Partnership Committee.  The following amendments increase the role of the ESIP Categories in selecting the members of the Administrative Committees and reduce the number of offices to be filled by the Assembly by nine.  The Assembly would continue to have the responsibility for selecting the Chairs of all the Administrative Committees.    

    1.  Amend Bylaw IV, Section 2.1 to read, 
“The Executive Committee shall consist of the Officers of the Assembly, the Chairs of all Committees, and one elected Representative[s] from each ESIP Categor[ies as described in Bylaw I].  Votes for Executive Committee members representing each ESIP category can be cast only by ESIP Federation members of that category.”
    2.  Add Bylaw I, Section 2.3 to read, 
“Category 1 ESIPs, as a group, must elect representatives to serve on each of the following Committees: Executive Committee, Constitution and Bylaws Committee, Partnership Committee, and Finance and Appropriations Committee.”
    3.  Add Bylaw I, Section 3.3 to read, 
“Category 2 ESIPs, as a group, must elect representatives to serve on each of the following Committees: Executive Committee, Constitution and Bylaws Committee, Partnership Committee, and Finance and Appropriations Committee.”
    4.  Add Bylaw I, Section 4.3 to read, 
“Category 3 ESIPs, as a group, must elect representatives to serve on each of the following Committees: Executive Committee, Constitution and Bylaws Committee, Partnership Committee, and Finance and Appropriations Committee.”
II. CONSTITUTION CHANGES:

Commentary: The Federation has three Administrative Committees in addition to the Executive Committee – the Constitution and Bylaws Committee, the Finance and Appropriations Committee and the Partnership Committee.  Currently, the Constitution requires the Assembly to select a Chair and three members for each of these committees by election at each annual business meeting.  The following amendment and addition delegates the responsibility for selecting the members of the three Administrative Committees to the Bylaws and reduces the number of offices to be filled by the Assembly by nine.  The Assembly would continue to have the responsibility for selecting the Chairs of the three Administrative Committees.    

    1.  Amend Article VI, Section 2.2 of the Constitution to read:

“Chairs and members of each Administrative Committee shall be elected by the Assembly and serve the terms as described in the Bylaws.”
    2.  Add Article VI, Section 2.3 of the Constitution to read:

“Members of each Administrative Committee shall be elected as described in the Bylaws.”
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