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Federation of Earth Science Information Partners

Partnership Application

Please complete all sections to the fullest extent possible and forward completed application to:  Carol Meyer, carol.meyer@earthsciencefoundation.org.  If you have any questions, please contact her at 877.870.3747.
	I. CONTACT INFORMATION

	   A. Primary Contact/Principal Investigator

	Name:
	 M. Lee Allison

	Address: 
	Arizona Geological Survey, 416 W. Congress St., #100, Tucson, Arizona 85701

	Phone:
	+1 520 209 4121

	Fax:
	+1 520 770 3505

	Email:
	Lee.allison@azgs.az.gov

	   B. Designated Assembly Representative (could be same as above)

	Name:
	Stephen M. Richard

	Address: 
	Arizona Geological Survey, 416 W. Congress St., #100, Tucson, Arizona 85701

	Phone:
	+1 520 209 4127

	Fax:
	+1 520 770 3505

	Email:
	Steve.richard@azgs.az.gov

	   C. Other Contacts

	Name:
	Ryan Clark

	Address: 
	Arizona Geological Survey, 416 W. Congress St., #100, Tucson, Arizona 85701

	Phone:
	+1 520 770 3500

	Fax:
	+1 520 770 3505

	Email:
	Ryan.clark@azgs.az.gov

	Name:
	

	Address: 
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	

	Name:
	

	Address: 
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	


	

	II. ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION

	A. ORGANIZATION/DIVISION/PROJECT NAME:   Arizona Geological Survey


	B. OVERVIEW OF YOUR PRIMARY ACTIVITIES in regards to the Earth Sciences Community (200 words or less)

AZGS is an independent state agency with objectives to:

1.  Serve as a primary source of geologic information in this state to enhance public understanding of the state's geologic character, geologic hazards and limitations and mineral resources.

2.  Inform, advise and assist the public in matters concerning the geological processes, materials and landscapes and the development and use of the mineral resources of this state.

3.  Encourage the wise use of the lands and mineral resources of this state toward its development.

4.  Provide technical advice and assistance in geology to other state and local governmental agencies engaged in projects in which the geologic setting, character or mineral resources of the state are involved.

5.  Provide technical advice and assistance in geology to industry toward the wise development and use of the mineral and land resources of this state.



	C. Please list and briefly describe the primary product(s) or service(s) that your organization provides (will provide) to the Earth Sciences community. 

Our duties include providing objective, scientific information about the geologic character of this state as follows:

Maintain a computerized bibliographic database of maps and reports on the geology of this state that is accessible to the public.

Maintain an internet web site that includes information about the Arizona geological survey, products and services available and the geologic character of this state.

Operate and maintain a central repository and a computerized database for reports, books, maps and other publications regarding the geology, mineral resources and associated technologies.  Such repository and database shall be available for the use of the public.

Operate and maintain a central repository for rock cores, well cuttings and related subsurface samples and all associated supplemental data consistent with the laws of this state requiring the deposit of such material and information.  Such repository shall be available for the use of the public.



	   D. Please give a main website address for the proposed Partnership:

Web Address:

www.azgs.az.gov


	

	III. HOW YOUR ORGANIZATION WILL BENEFIT FROM/CONTRIBUTE TO THE EARTH SCIENCE INFORMATION PARTNERS (ESIP) FEDERATION

	A. Describe current or anticipated users of your products and services and how you think the Federation can help you better serve this population. (200 words or less)

AZGS is the designated lead for the Association of American State Geologists in the area of geoinformatics.  Among our initiatives, AZGS is deploying and populating the US-DOE funded National Geothermal Data System (NGDS) with digital data from all 50 state geological surveys, using the US Geoscience Information Network (GIN) as the data integration framework.  This will form the basis for an ongoing national distributed data network in the geosciences.   The data network is open source and seeks development or adaptation of software clients and applications to use the data resources made public through the system.   We are taking a modular approach to build on and incorporate existing network or emerging functions, standards, protocols, and processes. We look to the Federation as a community that can foster the growth of a community of practice that is the essential foundation for interoperable data services. 



	B. Describe any Earth science technologies that you have developed and are willing to bring to the Federation's efforts to provide best-practices.  (200 words or less)

· AZGS is lead for the state geological surveys in developing the AASG-USGS Geoscience Information Network (US GIN – http://lab.usgin.org, www.stategeothermaldata.org). We have developed profiles for use of ISO metadata to describe geologic information resources, and are developing simple-feature profiles for interchange of various data resources of interest in the geothermal community.

· AZGS is active on the IUGS CGI Interoperability Working Group -   http://www.cgi-iugs.org/tech_collaboration/geosciml.html, participating in model development, vocabulary development, and test beds.



	C. Describe how your proposed membership would contribute to the efforts and the mission of one or more standing committees, working groups and/or clusters. See Page 3 for descriptions of the different activities of the various standing committees, working groups, and clusters.  (200 words or less)

AZGS plays a lead role in the national development of the Geoscience Information Network (GIN), a web based, open source, interoperable, distributed data integration framework among geological surveys.

We are actively engaged in several funded projects (NSF, DOE, USGS) in interoperability, web services, semantic vocabularies, data preservation, and open source standards.  We see roles for us in the following committees and clusters:

Information Technology and Interoperability 

Products and Services

Web Services

Semantic Web

Data Preservation and Stewardship



	D. Describe your own use of Earth science information and data and how you would see this use enhanced by your partnership in the Federation. (200 words or less)

AZGS has established a goal of getting all our information resources digital, online, and interoperable. We have established a digital, GIS-based workflow for our geologic map production using ArcGIS. We are scanning our library and posting documents on line in a digital repository, registering resources in an online CSW-accessible catalog. 

On a national level, we are the lead for the US state geological surveys in implementing a distributed interoperable data network as one component of a national geoinformatics community.

We are seeking to collaborate with all other parties engaged in developing the national cyberinfrastructure and global data integration in the earth sciences. The Federation provides opportunities for networking with other individuals and projects engaged in related activities that should result in less duplication of effort, and synergy that results from interaction with other workers.

	

	IV. YOUR CHOICE OF MEMBERSHIP TYPE. PLEASE PICK ONE. 

ESIP-I (primarily a data center/archive)        FORMCHECKBOX 

ESIP-II (primarily a research center)           X

ESIP-III (primarily applications and education)     FORMCHECKBOX 

ESIP-IV (primarily a sponsoring member)    FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	 

	V. Any other comments about your proposed membership and its relation to the Federation that you wish to provide.

	

	 

	Thank you for your application for partnership in the ESIP Federation.


List of Federation Committees and Clusters
Administrative Committees 

Executive Committee:  Comprised of all standing and administrative committee chairs, ESIP Type Representatives, the President and Vice President of the Federation.  Oversight body for most day-to-day activities of the Federation, acts on behalf of the Assembly between meetings.
Constitution and Bylaws:  Provides counsel on matters related to the constitution and bylaws and other related issues (e.g. amendments to government documents)
Finance and Appropriations:  Oversees financial resources of the Federation, including the annual budgeting process.
Partnership:  Reviews and processes all applications for membership before making applications available for review by members of the Federation.  Deals with other membership-related issues.
Standing Committees:

Commercial Development:  Promotes a forum wherein commercial development of Earth science information can be fostered. (inactive)
Community Engagement:  Provides a forum for the Federation to promote partner products and to engage new users for data products and services. (inactive)

Education:  Provides a forum to make accessible to educators and learners at all levels in both formal and informal educational contexts the Earth science data, information, tools, and curricula available within the ESIP Federation.
Information Technology and Interoperability:  Provides a forum for discussing information technology and interoperability issues of the Earth science community and serves as a central point for activities in this realm.

Products and Services:  Provides a forum for defining best practices and defining requirements for earth science products and services.  Currently is involved in developing an inventory of partner products and services.

Clusters (presently active, April 2009):

Web Services

Semantic Web

Data Preservation and Stewardship

Decisions

Air Quality

Federated Search

Water

