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Group Name: Decisions Cluster
Contact: Ana Prados, Chuck Hutchinson
~# of people participating (both active contributors and passive listeners): 
About 4-6 for telecons

1. What were the main activities of this group over the six months? 
(List successes or highlights from the group. List links tangible outputs/work products, if available) 

· Organized a ½ Day Evaluation Workshop at the ESIP Winter 2011 Meeting. The workshop was conducted by one of the plenary speakers, Anne Doucette with the George Washington University Evaluator’s Institute. 
· Held regular monthly telecons the 4th Wednesday of each month to help advance ESIP members expertise in project and program evaluation, 
· Worked with The Environmental Evaluator’s Network (EEN) for the past six months to identify  how they can help support the decisions cluster in meeting ESIP Strategic Goal 1: Increase the use and value of Earth science data and information and ESIP Strategic Goal 4: Promote techniques to articulate and measure the socioeconomic value and benefit of Earth science data, information and applications, that is provide feedback to sponsors on the value of their investment.
· Organized an ESIP/NASA session at the EEN annual forum to request help from the forum and professional evaluators. Session speakers were Carol Meyer and Lawrence Friedl.

2. Did you receive funding for your activities? 
· No

3. Do you work with other organizations (GEO, OGC, etc.) or other clusters? Is this primarily in a supporting role, peer-to-peer, or leadership relationship? How do you engage new members? 
     
· Environmental Evaluator’s Network (funded by NOAA, EPA, NFWF), peer-to peer, we are seeking how to work together with EEN. The purpose of the EEN is to advance the practice, policy and theory of evaluating environmental programs and policies through more systematic and collective learning among evaluators and evaluation users

4. Is there anything that the staff or ESIP leadership, could do to better support your group?
· Help us figure out how to better work with other clusters to identify:
· Case Study success stories in  The impact of data/data management activities 
· Utilization of data for decision-support with measurable positive impacts for societal benefit

5. What are your plans for the next six months?  
· Organize a hands-on evaluation workshop at the Winter ESIP meeting.  The cluster will work  to define the goals for this workshop over the next month, and then continue working within the ESIP decisions cluster to organize the workshop. We will leverage the connections made with consultants and professional evaluators from the EEN Forum for providing the workshop.

6. Do you anticipate needing funding for these activities? If so, approximately how much? 
· Yes, but not sure what the cost will be, expect to initiate conversations this next week.

7. Any other comments?



Please send this doc to Erin Robinson (erinrobinson@esipfed.org) by . Thanks!
More Information on ESIP  
On the Web 
· Website: esipfed.org 
· Wiki: wiki.esipfed.org
· Email List: www.lists.esipfed.org/mailman/listinfo/esip-all
· Twitter: @ESIPFed
Contact 
· Chris Lenhardt, ESIP President, president@esipfed.org
· Carol Meyer, Executive Director, carolbmeyer@esipfed.org
· Erin Robinson, Information & Virtual Community Director, erinrobinson@esipfed.org
ESIP is sponsored by:
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The Federatmn of Earth Science Information Partners
Fostering connections to make data matter
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