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Notes from Cluster Meeting
What is Ecological Forecasting:  
· USDA NBII National Biological Information Infrastructure (http://www.nbii.gov/)

· NASA Applied Sciences Program National Priority http://science.hq.nasa.gov/earth-sun/applications/theme13.htm 
Example of related effort to create a portal:

Conserve Online (http://www.conserveonline.com/) sponsored a portal called “Conservation Maps” (http://www.conservationmaps.org/Portal/index.jsp) as part of the Conservation Commons initiative. Conservation Maps was built on the GOS framework, with ESRI’s help, using ESRI portal software.
Cluster membership:
· Reviewed list of those who expressed interest when registering, vs eleven who showed up.

· Add Fred Watson’s project to list.

· Add Major Communities of Interest:  NOAA/National Marine Fisheries (HABs), EPA, USDA/US Forest Service, USF&WS
· Link to Coastal Management Cluster on HAB
Cluster activities:
· Low-hanging fruit opportunities - Information sharing; loose collaborations
· NASA Science – Biodiversity Terrestrial Workshop in Applications, College Park, MD (week of August 21) sponsored by NASA Woody Turner; Diane Wickland; Garik Gutman
· Interagency Group – National Phenology Network being developed
· Initiation topics include harmful algal blooms, regional scale environmental and sustainable development, marine fisheries, and protected areas management
Education:

· Measuring Vegetation Health postcards
· Rita Freuder’s Animations
Potential Products:
· Phase I – static content, web linkages, demonstrations, forecasting products (ACT), UAH (MODIS data-ocean color), GLCF
· Phase II – portal metadata

Future Activities:

· Expand membership from within and outside Fed. Externals can be invited to join Fed if interested. Need to determine who within Fed has relevant research, products and/or services.

· Post Cluster_Info spreadsheet on wiki for participants to review, edit within two weeks.

· Collaboration with Coastal Management Cluster to focus on Algal Blooms
