Constitution and Bylaws Committee Meeting
May 23, 2013


Attending: Tamara Ledley, Dave Meyer, Mike Daniels, Carol Meyer, Erin Robinson

Issue under discussion:
The draft ESIP Commons Governance Principles and Policies document (Commons Governance document) is under consideration by the ESIP Executive Committee.  The question before the Constitution and Bylaws committee is whether the Steering Committee described in the Commons Governance document  adheres to how such groups are defined in the ESIP Federation Constitution and Bylaws.

Recommendations:

1. Change the name of the “Steering Committee” in the Commons Governance document to “Commons Governance Working Group”.  This is to make it clear what the standing of this group is within the context of the Constitution and Bylaws.

2. In addition to the representatives listed in the Commons Governance document as members of the “Commons Governance Working Group” membership should be open to anyone who is interested.  This will bring the “Commons Governance Working Group” in line with Bylaw VI.1.4 “Individuals for all ESIPs and from outside the Federation will be allowed to participate in any Working Group. However, only the designated ESIP Representative as described in Bylaw I can vote.”  

Suggested language: 
The Commons Governance Working Group is the ad hoc team that oversees the development of the Commons governance development and editorial processes.  The Commons Governance Working Group will include the following representatives: the Type Representatives (I, II, and III), content area editors, the Federation Constitution and Bylaws Chair, and any other interested individuals.

3. Amend item VII.3.2 of the ESIP Federation Constitution from
“VII.3.2 Working Groups shall have a specified task to perform and shall have a finite duration.”  to read
[bookmark: _GoBack]“VII.3.2 Working Groups shall have a specified task to perform and shall have a duration commensurate with that task.”  

In examining this issue the Constitution and Bylaws committee examined Constitution item VII.3.2 more closely
It was felt that the phrase “…shall have a finite duration.” was restricting and did not reflect the on going or intermittent work of some ESIP Federation working groups.
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