Ecological Forecasting Session: 16th Federation meeting highlights

From Federation of Earth Science Information Partners

· Role of the ecological cluster will be to assist the federation to integrate activities which has been initiated since federation began to distribute data sets to public. 

· It was proposed to make the portal similar to geospatial one stop portal. Members of federation will concentrate on to develop necessary materials to make portal a success. 

· The ecological cluster will promote federation and science related to ecological forecasting. It will identify ideas and useful boundaries with other groups to collaborate. 

· The cluster will also focus on integrating biological and geophysical models with climate models. 

· Currently lot of work done by various research group is not predictive model but is based on what is happening now, so a need for predictive model was called for by the cluster members. 



The following focus areas were proposed during the session 

· Regional scale environmental and sustainable development. Integrate Biodiversity with geophysical data for coupled ecological models 

· Protected areas management focusing on Fish and wild life service, BLM, and forest service 

· Marine fisheries forecasting, Study on effects of climate variability on marine organism. 

· Coastal Algal Bloom (Work closely with coastal management cluster) 



· Initial focus of the cluster will be on getting something useful and effective in earth information exchange portal. It was suggested that the portal has to be successful in order to people to take notice. The goal of the cluster will be to tap the expertise currently with the community and disseminate it through the portal. 

· Suggestion was made to design an ontology based search application so that users from more diverse community can have information to currently available data. 

· The need for a standard FGDC or ISO compliant metadata was proposed. It was seen as a hurdle that needs to be passed quickly and effectively. It was discussed that identification of the members who can make available these standard metadata is important. 

· Discussion was on how climate change projected by models will affect the outcome in the ecological diversity. It was suggested to run niche models as a follow up to climate models for example GCM model. 

· Access to data through a portal system and identify likely audience that might be interested in the products (for e.g. USAID, World Bank). Currently there is use of only historical data for fisheries distribution so the need to bring climatic data into the picture through the cluster portal was discussed. 

· The cluster will identify the types of data are currently present and find out the data needed in our group. A survey of available datasets in protected areas was called for. Easy access of in situ data sets was proposed. Data can be model outputs, invasive species forecasting, fire, GLCF, TOPS, SERVIR products, 

· Use of simulation tools for general public for what if scenarios was discussed. 

· It was proposed to give links to the relevant sites through the cluster webpage, and to use the WIKI page at http://wiki.esipfed.org for discussion and dissemination of ideas. 

· Paul Davis was chosen as the cluster community leader. 



Action items 

· Run an assessment within the cluster/federation to find out the areas of expertise of members. 

· Cluster lead will talk with other cluster leads to see areas of collaboration. 

· To check through GCMD the list of federation members currently participating in the directory. 

· Survey of cluster members having FGDC or ISO compliant datasets. 

· To include the preference of the author of metadata regarding the licensing issue of data in the metadata. 

· Cluster steward to be decided before the next meeting. 

· Elected leader will send everyone an email regarding the meeting and communication schedule as needed. 
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