
Decision Support Tool 
Catalog and 

Community of Practice

Laurie Allen (USGS)
Taber Allison (AWWI)
Richard Eckman (NASA)
Alvaro Graves (RPI)

Shailendra Kumar (Consultant)
Carol Meyer (ESIP)
Erin Robinson (ESIP)
Eric Sproles (ORISE)

Tuesday, January 22, 13



Agenda

• Motivation

• Goals

• Benefits

• Technology

• Tool Catalog and tool description

• Forums

• Conclusions

Tuesday, January 22, 13



Motivation

• Many tools related to energy projects

• Lack of transparency of tools and 
underlying data

• Open questions about interoperability 
between tools

• Absence of a central place to discuss issues 
about these tools
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Goals

• Provide a dynamic catalog of decision tools 
and their main features

• Establishing a community of practice 
involving developers, stakeholders, etc.
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Benefits
• Clarify underlying tool architecture and 

data for decision makers 

• Identify potential interoperability among 
tools

• Help decision makers which tool they can 
use

• Engage developers, users and stakeholders 
in a community
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Technology

• Drupal

• Open source CMS, extensible via modules

• Used from personal blog to corporate website

• Ex: http://whitehouse.gov, http://ubuntu.com)

• Solr

• Open source search platform

• Along with Drupal, provides faceted search
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Users
• Anonymous

• Can access tool catalog

• Registered users

• Can access tool catalog and forums

• Developers

• Can access tool catalog and edit tools and 
forums

• Administrators

• Can access and edit everything

Tuesday, January 22, 13



Tool Catalog
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Facets

Tool Catalog
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A tool is described by a 
set of attributes

• Tags
• Ecosystem parameters
• Type of Data
• Functionalities
• Metadata
• Geographical coverage
• Input/output
• Others

Tool description
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Forums
• Tools forums

• One per tool

• Discussion about a 
specific tool, 
questions, releases.

• General forum

• Discussion involving 
several tools, new 
tools not included yet 
and other questions
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Notifications
• Users

• Can subscribe to 
any forum thread 
or tool

• Developers

• Subscribed to 
their own tool and 
forum by default
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Future work

• Add more details about tools

• Promote DSTCCP among developers and 
stakeholders

• Get feedback from users for next iteration
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